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Re-opening of Beach Safety Zones
to Vehicles by Linda Back
ON the 1st May MIPC received information from
Andrew Hoffman, QPWS Operations Manager –
Islands, Moreton Bay Region, advising of changes
to vehicle access arrangements on some beaches
in the Moreton Island Recreation Area – specifically
that the beaches adjacent to the North Point and
Comboyuro Point campgrounds would be reopened to vehicle traffic starting on Friday May 4th,
to be reviewed after a three month trial period.
These areas were designated as Beach Safety
Zones (BSZ) in the 2007 Moreton Island
Management Plan, along with Ben-Ewa and The
Wrecks campgrounds, Cowan Cowan township,
barge landing areas and Tangalooma beach.
The objectives of the Beach Safety Zones, as
stated in the Management Plan, ‘was to provide
for areas where pedestrian-vehicle interactions are
minimised and where safety for beach pedestrians
is actively promoted’ (quote from the Management
Plan).
In BSZ, vehicle speed limit is set at 30km/hr, except
for the beaches at Tangalooma, Cowan Cowan,
Comboyuro and North Point, which are closed to
public vehicle traffic at all times. The closing of the
700 metres of beach from the entry at the North
Point campground to the rocks at North Point
was a contentious issue, particularly with some
island residents, commercial tour operators,
and fishermen, who saw it as an infringement of
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their rights to access the rocks by vehicle, so the
management plan committed to monitoring public
use of the beach at North Point and review the
results after 12 months.
The review was conducted by QPWS in 2009 and
incorporated assessments of North Point beach
visitor use and perceptions through surveys and
interviews conducted in collaboration with the
University of Queensland over 16 days during the
2008/09 summer visitor season. It also invited
submissions from 28 stakeholder organisations
which included Moreton Island resident / landholder
groups, conservation groups (including MIPC),
commercial tour operators, and other government
agencies.

‘ … the benefits of the North
Point Beach Safety Zone clearly
outweighed its costs, and it was
recommended that it be retained
as a vehicle-free area’.
The surveys of visitor use at North Point beach
found that the vehicle restriction had a positive
impact, providing an attractive and rare opportunity
to relax and participate in a range of passive beach
recreation activities in an area free from vehicle
traffic. In regard to the views of stakeholders,
there was division between those groups who
were supportive, and those who remained strongly
opposed.

North Point beach on the May long weekend after lifting of the vehicle restrictions - photo by Katy Ward.

The outcome of the 2009 review was, ‘that the
benefits of the North Point Beach Safety Zone clearly
outweighed its costs, and it was recommended that
it be retained as a vehicle free area’.
It is very disturbing that this outcome has been reversed in a sudden, unilateral decision made without consultation with stakeholder groups other than
those who had always been opposed to the policy.
In an article announcing the changes in the Courier
Mail on Thursday 3 May, the new National Parks
Minister, Steve Dickson was quoted as saying ‘the
feedback received from many residents and tour
operators prior to the election was that vehicle-free
zones at Comboyuro and North Point caused major
disruption, resulting in detours and difficult pedestrian
access to popular visitor sites.’
Link to Courier-Mail article.
It also quotes Tony O’Brien, President of the National
Parks Association of Qld, who has apparently been
trying to talk to Mr Dickson since his appointment,
‘We think with changes like this, he needs to
consider all points of view’.
I agree, but it appears the new minister is not
interested in listening to both sides of this issue, or
in respecting the outcome of a democratic process
of public consultation, and assessment of relevant
opinions and impacts on stakeholders. There are
many counter opinions and arguments to those
spurious claims of ‘detours and major disruption’
put forward by a vocal minority group.

MIPC has requested from Andrew Hoffman details
of what monitoring systems will be used during the
three month trial period, and how the outcomes will
be evaluated. It is important to know how the trial
will be assessed, and what opportunity people will
have to express their opinions.
Although the main reason for closure of the beach
to vehicles was for public safety, there are also
significant environmental benefits in protecting
beach areas from the impacts of constant vehicle
traffic. This area is in a designated ‘national park’
for which the cardinal principle of management
is ‘to provide to the greatest possible extent
for the permanent preservation of the area’s
natural condition and the protection of the area’s
cultural resources and values’. It is a shame that
the rights of the other creatures which live in,
and use, the environment there, have no voice
in this debate.
If you wish to express your point of view, we
encourage you to either;
• register a comment, complaint or compliment
on the DERM website at www.derm.qld.gov.
au and click ‘Contact Us’ (top right) and then on
‘Compliments, comments and complaints’, or
• write a letter to the Minister, Steven Dickson
MP, Minister for National Parks, Recreation,
Sport and Racing, PO Box 15187 City East
Qld 4002, or
• email the minister at NationalParks@
ministerial.qld.gov.au
■

Loggerhead turtle hatchling heading for the sea at Blue Lagoon on Saturday, May 6 - photo by Pam Shindler

Trip Report – North Point & Cape Moreton
weeding 19 – 22 April 2012 by Linda Back
FOUR MIPC volunteers, myself, Philip Squire,
Colleen Farrell and Stephen O’Halloran travelled
over to Moreton on Thursday morning 19 April. After
checking into the Rangers’ Station at Ben-Ewa, and
speaking briefly to Acting RIC, Terry Christensen,
we headed up to the Cape Moreton Information
Centre. Sincere thanks to QPWS for allowing us the
use of the bunk house there as our accommodation
for the trip. The Information Centre has been
completely stripped, cleaned, fully screened and
painted in readiness for the new display units to be
installed there, hopefully before the end of May.
Work undertaken on the trip included weeding at the
North Point campground around garden beds and
perimeters, as well as removing a lot of lantana in
the bush adjacent to the Honeymoon Bay track. The
campground is looking really green and lush, and
the trees in the re-vegetation areas are flourishing
thanks to Merv Tyler and other volunteers. The
areas of Mosman River Grass infestation have
greatly diminished, but there are still plenty of
weeds in the bush to keep us busy for years.
We also spent time weeding at the Cape, specifically
in the bush around the track leading up from the car
park to the Information Centre, around the house,
and the lighthouse walking track. Several patches
of prickly pear were removed as well as many
lantana plants, large and small.
Saturday morning was spent collecting rubbish on
the beach south of Cape Cliff, as well as exploring
the many semi-permanent lakes which have formed
behind the dunes at the northern tip of the eastern
beach.
Not many native shrubs were in flower - we noted
mainly Geebung (Persoonia virgata), Rice Flower
(Pimelea linifolia) and Wallum Heath (Epacris

pulchella). The Crinkle bush (Lomatia silaifolia) was
abundant and flowering along Middle Track. We had
another sighting of a pair of Sooty Oystercatchers
at Honeymoon Bay, and the Peregrines were very
active around the Cape.
■

Seagrass Survey – March 2012
THE first of three surveys to be carried out this year
on our site off the Little Sandhills on Moreton Island
was completed on Tuesday 20 March by Christine
Sanders, Janet Dovers and myself. Transport to the
island and down to the site was provided as usual
by Tangalooma Resort, and we are very grateful for
their ongoing support.
The seagrass was lush and abundant with no signs
of blue-green algae. Of interest was a smallish
green turtle which had been stranded by the tide in
a small pool at the base of the tripod navigational
light which is the marker for our site.
■

Janet Dovers (left) and
Christine Sanders at the site
marker. Note stranded
green turtle.

Philip, Steve and
Colleen collecting
rubbish just south
of the cape.

Clean-up Australia Weekend 21-22 April
2012 by Trish Cavanagh
ON Saturday 21st April seven volunteers travelled
to Moreton Island arriving at approximately
11.30am. Transport to and from
the Island was provided free of
charge by Tangalooma Resort.
We were met by Alan Genninges
from Moreton Experience who
participated in the cleanup and
provided land transport for the
weekend.
After a picnic lunch on the
foreshore,
volunteers
were
dropped off at strategic points
along the western beach and
collected rubbish on the beach
and adjacent bushland.
We then proceeded to the
Moreton Experience camp at
Blue Lagoon. After settling in,
we went to Spitfire Creek and
cleaned up in and around the
creek and 800m south covering
both the beach and near sand
dunes.
Most of us then managed a trip to Blue Lagoon and
had a swim whilst watching a stunning Moreton
sunset.
On Sunday, volunteers travelled both north and
south of the Bulwer Road for several hours removing
rubbish from the beach and near
sand dunes. The area cleaned
on the eastern beach extended
from Spitfire Creek to 3.4 km
south of the Bulwer Road.
The tides were rather high
that weekend and plenty of
rubbish was washed in. The
most common items retrieved
were plastic bottles and bottle
caps followed by glass bottles,
buckets, thongs, toothbrushes
and fishing bait bags. The most
unusual item was a fly from a
dome tent and several poles partially buried in sand. All of
these items have the potential to
cause severe injury or death to
marine life.
We departed the island on the
4.00pm Tangalooma Flyer.
Many thanks to Tangalooma Resort, Moreton
Experience and the volunteers who worked so hard
- Alan, Denis, Marissa, Glenine, Volker, Helen and
Jackie.
■

Marissa, Glenine, Volker, Jackie, Helen, Trish,
Alan & Denis

Alan with the bags of rubbish

